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The Firehouse Drive-In is 
back for year six and promises 
to please every age group.

Building on the success 
of the past years, this year’s 
event is returning with a great 
lineup of movies and a very 
explosive fireworks show on 
both evenings.

For those not familiar with 
the event, the Drive-In is an 
annual fundraiser put on by 
the Cologne Fire Department 
Relief Association. During two 
evenings in the late summer, 
the Village Park, in the small 
west Carver County town of 
Cologne, becomes a drive-in 
movie theater that rivals the 
days of the late ’30s, ’40s and 
’50s. Complete with a conces-
sion stand that offers all the 
movie treats and an afternoon 
that keeps all entertained till 
the movies start, this is an 
event you’ll want to make sure 
you attend.

The movie lineup for Friday, 
Aug. 15, is “Despicable Me 2” 

followed by “Ghost Busters.” 
On Saturday, Aug. 16, we will 
be showing “The Lego Movie” 
followed by “The Blues Broth-
ers.”

With a screen large enough 
for someone out on Highway 
212 to see, 50-feet-wide and 
30-feet-high, you are sure to be 
drawn into all the action the 
movies have to offer. Unlike 
the golden age where you hung 
a speaker on your car, today’s 

sound comes directly through 
your vehicle’s radio.

“We have come a long ways 
in technology but one thing 
that has not changed is the 
love of watching a movie on a 
big screen,” stated Fire Chief 
Chuck Joos. “The past five years 
has proven that. We continue to 
grow and people keep talking 
about the great time they have.”

In between the first and sec-
ond movie each night will be a 

fireworks show.
The beanbag tournament is 

back again this year and will 
take place on Saturday. The 
tournament will start at 5 p.m. 
for anyone interested in playing. 
You can enter your team early by 
calling 952-380-8064 or register 
onsite. There is a $10 registra-
tion fee per team, with prizes to 
be given away at the end of the 
tournament.

The gates will open at 6 p.m. 
on Friday and 5 p.m. on Satur-
day with activities for both kids 
and adults. The smoke house, 
fire truck rides and bounce 
houses will be back as well as the 
big hit last year — pony rides. 
The concession stand prom-
ises to offer you all the goodies 
deserving of a drive-in. Come 
check out all the great treats.

Make sure to show up early 
and bring your lawn chairs, 
blankets, radios (to listen to the 
movie if you are outside your 

FIREHOUSE DRIVE-IN BACK FOR ANOTHER BIG BLAST

Glad Days 2014 is just around 
the corner. This year is sure 
to please everyone! We will be 
kicking off the month with the 
Glad You Are My Neighbor 
contest. Last year it was a huge 
success! Community members 
can nominate a yard or garden 
that they think is especially 
nice looking. Winners will be 
announced under the tent at the 
annual Garden Party on Thurs-
day, July 24.

We will be bringing back 
all of the wine vendors we had 
last year and adding some lo-
cal craft beer brews for people 
to taste. Bongard’s will also be 
providing cheese to sample. You 
must be 21 to participate and 
can purchase a wristband the 
night of the event for $10 at the 
door. Citywide garage sales will 
also be going on throughout the 
weekend.

Friday we will kick off the 

Lions Men’s softball tournament 
at Lions Park and the food shack 
will be open with their famous 
pork burgers.

Up at City Square Park we 
will kick off the weekend with 
Kidfest! This year the theme is 
Disney! Children can dress up to 
participate in the kiddie parade 
at 6 p.m. and then move on to 
all the fun free games, bounce 

CELEBRATE GLAD DAYS IN COLOGNE JULY 24, 25, 26

There will be plenty of 
lumberjack activities at 
Glad Days 2014.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Cologne’s sixth annual Firehouse Drive-In is Friday, Aug. 
15, and Saturday, Aug. 16.

The City of Cologne is 
e x c i t e d  t o 
welcome Lori 
Kasel to the 
s t a f f !  K a -
sel joined the 
city in March 
and her re-
sponsibilities 
include util-
ity billing, ac-
counts receivable and general 
city-related duties.

In addition to Lori’s regu-
lar tasks, she is working 
with the Public Works staff 
and Sensus Corporation to 
implement an updated water 
meter-reading system.

L ori  a nd her fa mi ly 
have lived in Cologne for 18 
years. Lori’s husband, Tom, 
has been a member of the 
Cologne Fire Department 
for over 15 years. Their son, 

KASEL JOINS 
CITY STAFF

Lori
Kasel

Drive-in to page 2

Glad Days to page 3

Kasel to page 2
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Calendar
of Events
COLOGNE GLAD DAYS
Thursday–Saturday, 
July 24–26. City Square 
Park (under the water 
tower). Disney theme.

Thursday: Wine and
beer tasting

Friday: Kidsfest

Saturday: Timberworks 
Lumberjack Shows, 
kickball, vendor fair, 
softball tournament, 
music, karate 
demonstrations and 
much more.

ST. BERNARD
CHURCH AND 
SCHOOL
July 24-26 — Rummage 
Sale at School

July 24 — Taco booth at 
Glad Days event in City 
Square

Sept. 2 — First day of 
school. Registration info: 
952-466-5917 or 952-466-
2565

Oct. 4 — Chili Feed. 
Mass at 4 p.m., chili 
following. Sheepshead 
tournament and cash 
prizes. Raffle tickets 
available for purchase 
from any parish member.

Aug. 6-10 — Visit our 
booth at the Carver 
County Fair

COLOGNE LEOS 
— Summer Reading 
Program — 10 a.m. 
Tuesdays during the 
summer at Lions Park

ZION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH
AND SCHOOL
Sunday, Aug. 17 
following 9 a.m. service 
– Zion Lutheran Church 
and School Family 
Fun Day. Games, 500 
tournament and food. 
Everyone is welcome. 
Hot dogs and beverages 
provided, just bring a 
dish to pass.

We all live on a waterfront, 
whether we see it from our 
windows or not. Rain lands on 
our property and drains off. This 
is called stormwater runoff. It 
drains into nearby lakes, rivers 
and wetlands carrying with 
it any pollutants it finds on 
surfaces. Thus, the way each 
person manages their property 
has an effect on the quality of 
water and environment in their 
community. Here are some 
methods you can use to improve 
water quality in your community 
right in your own yard.

When planning and creating 
your landscape: Stop water 
where it drops. Reduce the 
amount of water running off 
roofs, driveways, and sidewalks 
and entering lakes and rivers, 
and reduce the pollution carried 
there. Build a rain garden! Rain 
gardens are lower area gardens 
designed to capture and treat 
stormwater runoff from rooftops, 
driveways, and streets. You can 
also help by redirecting your 
downspouts. Instead of having 
your gutters spill rainwater onto 
your driveway or other hard 
surfaces, redirect them to drain 
onto your lawn or garden where 
water will infiltrate into the 

ground and be used instead of 
run off. Lastly, use a rain barrel 
to capture the runoff from your 
roof. This water can then be 
used to water your gardens at 
no cost to you! It is healthier for 
your plants as rainwater doesn’t 
contain the chlorides we need in 
our tap water, but our plants are 
not partial to.

When planting: Plant trees and 
prairie. A mature tree canopy 
will intercept 1,600 gallons of 
water a year, thus reducing 
water before it even touches 
the ground. Planting deep 
rooted prairie plants will help 
to decrease runoff. These plants 
have very deep roots that absorb 
more rainwater not to mention 
are easy to take care of, provide 
food and shelter for wildlife, and 
are hardy to the temperature 
extremes we experience in 
Minnesota.

When remodeling: Reduce 
impervious surfaces. These 
are the surfaces that cause 
stormwater runoff in the first 
place. Think about reducing 
impervious surfaces (driveways, 
patios, etc.), put in paver stones 
or porous pavement or re-grade 
new impervious surfaces so they 
slope toward a lawn, garden, or 

prairie area sending rainwater 
there.

When gardening: Fertilize only 
if needed. Have a soil test done 
before applying fertilizers (U of 
MN Soil Lab). Consider organic 
and slow-release fertilizers or soil 
amendments such as composts 
that can help build the soil.

When mowing: Blow grass 
clippings back on the lawn, not 
street or driveway. This will 
prevent extra nutrients from 
getting into our waters and 
causing algae blooms and provide 
nutrients for your lawn. It’s your 
own free fertilizer!

Whenever: Reduce pollutants. 
You can also help simply 
by reducing the pollutants 
stormwater runoff encounters. 
Clean up spills. If you’ve spilled 
fertilizers, oil, etc., clean it up 
before it washes into the street 
and stormdrain with the next rain. 
And pick up pet waste, bag it, put 
it in the trash. You are preventing 
bacteria and nutrients from 
getting into the water.

For more information on how you 
can make a difference in your 
community’s water quality, visit 
http://www.co.carver.mn.us/
water.

How to Improve Lakes and Creeks Near You

The City of Cologne 
now accepts debit and 
credit card payments 
for utility bills, permits, 
rental fees and any 
other transactions.

To pay your utility 
bill online, log into 
the city’s website at 
www.ci.cologne.mn.us 
and click on the “Pay 
Online” link. Debit and 
credit card payments 
can also be processed 
over the phone or in 
person at City Offices.

Debit, credit 
cards now 
accepted

The Cologne Fire and Rescue Department recently 
received a Grain Rescue Tube Kit. The tube was 
donated by UFC.

GRAIN RESCUE KIT
Drive-in
Continued from 1

car), gloves, footballs and other 
outdoor toys.

Parking passes are needed 
to reserve a spot for your car. 
Parking passes can be picked 
up at Lenzen Chevrolet Buick in 
Chaska, KleinBank in Cologne 
and the Holiday Station Store in 
Cologne. You may also get your 
parking pass from a Cologne 
Fire Department member. Park-
ing passes can be picked up for 
a donation of $20 each per night 
in advance or $25 at the gate. 
The proceeds from the donation 
will be going toward the 1924 La 

France truck restoration. If you 
have an old car and plan to come, 
you can enjoy special pricing on 
Saturday: $15 if you arrive and 
park by 6:45 p.m. These specially 
priced passes are only available 
at the gate.

The Firehouse Drive-In takes 
place at Village Park, which is 
at the southwest corner of High-
way 212 and County Road 53 in 
Cologne. For more information, 
check out the website at www.
firehousedrivein.com or call 
John Hendel at 952-380-8064. The 
event is brought to you by Len-
zen Chevrolet Buick in Chaska, 
KleinBank, Mid-County Coop 
and the City of Cologne.

Kasel
Continued from 1

Max, graduated from Central 
High School in June and will be 
attending the College of Science 

and Engineering at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota in the fall.

In her spare time, Lori enjoys 
reading, spending time with 
her family and friends, church 
activities and crocheting.
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This past June the City of 
Cologne, in cooperation with 
Benton Lake Watershed Con-
servancy, released 500 fish 
(sunnies and crappies) into 
Benton Lake in efforts to bring 
recreational fishing back.

After this winter and an al-
most complete freeze out of the 
lake, the city thought it would 
be a good time to test the water. 
Currently the water clarity 
goes down over a meter where 
last year you could not even see 
your hands. This was a positive 
sign for all as the clarity will 
hopefully allow native plants 
to grow, adding more oxygen 
to the water and help the fish 
to live.

In addition to the fish, Carv-
er County also installed a fish 
barrier on the north end of the 
lake as a way to keep carp and 

other unwanted fish out.
Revitalizing the lake will 

take many more steps, includ-
ing drawing down the lake pos-

sibly this fall. Benton Lake is a 
great asset to our community 
and with some extra work, may 
one day be a hot spot for game 
fishing and paddle boating. 
While we are making improve-
ments, come over to the dock 
and see how many fish you can 
catch!

Stocked and ready: Benton Lake has Fish

Ron Rademacher adds the 
fi sh to the lake.

Don Smith, longtime 
resident and active 
member of the Benton Lake 
Watershed Conservancy, 
and Ron Rademacher, with 
Rademacher Ponds, prepare 
to stock Benton Lake.

The American Associa-
tion of Tissue Banks will 
honor Andy Hendel on the 
2015 Donate Life Rose Pa-
rade Float.

Andy Hendel, of Cologne, 
was born in 1995 in Vietnam 
and was adopted, along with 
his twin brother, into the 
Hendel family in 1996. “An-
dyman” grew up in rural 
Minnesota. He was active 
in sports and had a passion 
for community service. He 
passed away at the age of 
16. Andy donated cardiovas-

cular and musculoskeletal 
tissue, and to date, Andy’s 
gift has helped 63 recipients 
across 25 states, with ages 
ranging from 15 to 82 years 
old. Andy was nominated by 
American Donor Services of 
Hastings, Minnesota.

The theme of the 2015 
Rose Parade, “Inspiring Sto-
ries,” provides the perfect 
setting for the float’s power-
ful message of saving and 
enhancing lives through the 
gift of organ, eye and tissue 
donation.

Andy Hendel to be honored at parade

Glad Days
Continued from 1

houses, fire truck 
rides and hot dog 
dinner. We will be 
having two movies 
in the old fire barn 
starting at 7 p.m. and 
everyone can put on their danc-
ing shoes while the Rum Run-
ners play from 7 to 11. Food and 
business vendors will also be 
there to delight the eyes and 
taste buds!

Saturday will also be jam-
packed with family fun! All 
the favorites will be return-
ing! The 5K, Kids Fun Run, 
kids pedal pull, Sheep Head 
Tournament, kickball tourna-
ment, fire truck rides, bounce 
houses, Bingo, vendor fair, 
food and music. Returning 
this year is the Timberworks 
Lumberjack Show at noon, 3 
and 6 p.m. We will also be add-
ing an old-fashioned handsaw/
cross cut contest for people to 
show off in between shows. A 
new event we will be adding 
is Cologne Has Talent Show! 
Participants can show off their 
talents under the tent from 2 to 
3 p.m. If you think you can sing, 
dance, twirl, make people laugh, 
play an instrument or just about 
anything we want to see it!!! 
Sign up at the information table 
the day of the event!

We will be adding a Women’s 
Slow-pitch Softball Tourna-

ment on Saturday 
at Fritz Field. 
People have been 

requesting this for 
many years so we 

hope to get plenty of 
teams! This will be a great 

addition to the kickball tourna-
ment and men’s softball.

Another change for the 
weekend is the relocation of 
the dance Saturday night to 
the tent at City Square Park. 
There will be a small cover 
charge to get in starting at 
7 p.m. and Blurred Vision 
will be playing from 8 p.m. to 
midnight. If you have a Glad 
Days Raffle Ticket the cover 
charge is $2 off ! These can 
be purchased from any Lions 
member and will be available 
at the park all weekend.

We are excited about our 
13th year of Glad Days and 
hope for good weather and lots 
of community support! Our 
sponsors have been amazing 
already this year and we could 
not do this without them. For 
more information on Glad 
Days 2014 please visit our web-
site at www.colognegladdays.
embarqspace.com or e-mail us 
at gladdays2014@gmail.com. 
All registration information 
can be found on the website and 
we are also on Facebook.

The Community Foundation 
for Carver County announced the 
formation of the Cologne Com-
munity Fund.

The mission of the Cologne 
Community Fund is to advance 
the quality of life in the Cologne 
area.

  Encourage charitable giving 
in the Cologne area — building 
permanent funds that will 
provide resources for the needs 
of  today and tomorrow.

  Connecting people and 
programs — bringing together 
people’s charitable interests and 
the funding needs of  programs 
and organizations.

  Facilitating progressive 
a p p r o a c h e s  —  f o r m i n g 
partnerships and providing 
servant leadership through 
programs that enhance the 
quality of  life in our Cologne 
community.

Placing the fund in The Com-
munity Foundation for Carver 
County enables donors to the 

Cologne Community Fund to 
receive a 501 C (3) income tax 
deduction receipt. This fund is a 
donor advised fund, an advisory 
group is being formed to admin-
istrate grants.

The donation that started 
the fund is intended to provide 
funds for the care of Benton 
Lake Garden. In the future, as 
funds become available this 
effort could be expanded to im-
prove other public areas in our 
community.

The “Splash Pad” idea is the 
type of private/public partner-
ship project that could be funded 
through donations to the Cologne 

Community Fund.
Other programs that could 

be supported by grants from the 
Cologne Community Fund are: 
youth activities (sports, Boys and 
Girl Scouts, 4-H and Leos), read-
ing programs, emergency help to 
families, suicide prevention, etc.

For more information on 
the Cologne Community Fund, 
please contact Roger Storms at 
952-466-5991.

The Community Foundation 
for Carver County has another 
Cologne area fund seeking sup-
port; the Benton Lake Watershed 
Conservancy Fund. This fund 
has the goal to improve the wa-
ter quality and usage of Benton 
Lake. For more information on 
this fund, please call Don Smith 
at 952-466-5995.

The Community Fund for 
Carver County is available to 
assist donors in setting up other 
individual funds. Learn more 
by visiting www.carvercounty-
foundation.org.

Advance the quality of life in Cologne 
through the Cologne Community Fund

If we are going to 
enjoy the benefits 
of living in a small 
community, we 
need to give back. 

— Author unknown
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Compost/branch site
available for residents’ use

CITY ROUNDUP

Are you looking for a nurturing, Christian school 
environment for your children?

St. Bernard School, accredited by the State of 
Minnesota for preschool through sixth grade, is 
now accepting registration for students in all grade 
levels.

The small class sizes make St. Bernard’s the 
perfect learning environment for the special 
attention you want for your child. If your students 
are registered before Aug. 1, the first month’s 
tuition will be waived! Tuition assistance is 
available by filling out a TADS (Tuition Aid Data 
System) application. Before and after school care 
and summer daycare is also available.

Contact Judy Glander at 952-466-2565 for 
registration information. Set up a tour to see what 
St. Bernard School has to offer your family! www.
st-bernard-cologne.org

St. Bernard offers 
first month free

City of Cologne
1211 Village Parkway, P.O. Box 120, Cologne, MN 55322
Web site: www.ci.cologne.mn.us

Contact Us
City Hall/Clerk’s Offi ce ........................................(952) 466-2064
City Administrator  .................................................  John Hendel
Deputy Clerk ............................................................ Sue Mueller
Event Coordinator ..................................................Brenda Good
Utility Billing Clerk ....................................................... Lori Kasel 
Public Works ....................................  Jeff Wildung, Damon Klein
Emergency/after-hours 
public works pager ..............................................(612) 579-7054

Cologne City Council
Mayor Matt Lein Don Meyer
Scott Williams Jeff McInnis 
Kyle Evenski
The City Council meets on the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
at 7 p.m.

Planning Commission
David Reif Pete Mitchell
Joel Sievers Open Planning Commission Position
Don Meyer (Council Rep)
The Planning Commission meets on the 1st Monday 
at 6 p.m.

Park and Recreation Board
Craig Pexa Nicole Evenski
Scott Rynerson Mark Willems
Open Park Board position

District #108 Community Education
531 Morse Street, Norwood Young America, MN 55368
Phone: (952) 467-7390
Web site: www.dist108ce.org

Cologne Community Center - (952) 466-2064
Graduation parties, wedding receptions, showers, anni-
versary parties, birthday parties and other social events.

Earlier this 
year, Opera-
tion Round Up 
of Minnesota 
Valley Electric 
Cooperative of 
Jordan award-
ed the City 
of Cologne a 
$1,120 grant for 
two new water 
bottle fill sta-
tions.

The stations 
were installed at the 
Cologne Community 
Center in May and 

have been a 
g reat addi-
tion. In just a 
few months, 
the water bot-

tle stations 
have been 
used very 
frequently, 

helpi n g t o 
e l i m i n a t e 
waste from 
o v e r  1 , 2 0 0 
water bottles. 

The City of Cologne is 
very grateful for the 
generous donation.

New water bottle fill stations 
at Cologne Commnity Center

Water 
bottle fi ll 
station

New to Benton Lake Garden
The rain gauge at Benton 

Lake Garden was created by 
Herb Henschen, a deceased 
craftsman from rural Cologne. 
Herb’s estate donated the rain 
gauge to the Cologne Lions 2013 
Oktoberfest live auction. Sharon 
Hartung purchased the rain 
gauge and donated it to Benton 
Lake Garden.

The new walking path surface 
is used athletic field turf similar 
to what was at the metrodome. 

The carpet was donated by 
Wickenhauser Excavating and 

installed by volunteers.
This is a good time to volun-

teer your time to help with the 
maintenance of Benton Lake 
Garden. Stop and offer your help 
whenever you see Roger Storms 
or Sharon Hartung working in 
the garden.

Great compost is available for your yard, bushes and 
gardens at the Cologne compost site. Anyone can pick 
up compost for their yard and garden needs. Only city 
residents are allowed to bring in leaves and branches 
to the site, which is open 24 hours a day and is located 
west of Louis St. just past the city public works building. 
Please, no plastic bags or garbage. The compost/branch 
site is open for your convenience but any accumulation 
of garbage or plastic will require the city to discontinue 
the open hours.

Grass clippings reminder
The City of Cologne reminds residents who are cutting 

their lawns: Do not mow grass clippings onto the street.

Ordinance regulations:
A seasonal reminder

And speaking of lawns, the City of Cologne has a sea-
sonal lawn watering ordinance that includes odd/even 
watering. The home or business address determines which 
days of the month watering is allowed. Watering is allowed 
on odd-numbered calendar days for homes or businesses 
with odd-numbered addresses; those with even-numbered 
addresses can water on even-numbered calendar days. No 
watering is allowed from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Waste water rates
Summer waste water rates go into effect May-October. 

The summer waste water rates are based on the average 
water usage for November through April. In November-
April, waste water rates are billed on actual water usage.

Open gym supervisor needed
The City of Cologne will have a part-time position open 

this fall for the Open Gym Supervisor. The individual 
must be at least 16 years old in high school and available 
to supervise open gym on Wednesdays from 7-9 p.m. and 
Sundays from 3-7 p.m. Call the City of Cologne for more 
information, 952-466-2064.

The newest addition to the 
ever-changing Benton Lake 
Garden is a rain gauge 
visible to passersby.

The Cologne city staff and 
City Council recently designed 
and approved a new logo for the 
city. In an effort to utilize one 
consistent logo on all equipment and correspondence, the council 

reviewed and selected this new 
logo at their April 7 meeting. 
The logo will be phased in as 
equipment and supplies are re-
plenished.

Our new look: Cologne’s new city logo


